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Income assistance cheque issue in BC
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Cheque issue and non-fatal overdose at InSite

Rates of non-fatal overdose at Insite, one of Vancouver’s supervised injection
facilities, relative to provincial income assistance cheque issue, 2004-2010

Adapted from Zlotorzynska et al., IJDP, 2014
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Drug-related harm coinciding with cheque issue days

Fig 2. St. Paul’s Hospital emergency department and mental health patient volumes in times
surrounding cheque issue days, 2012
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Cheque Issue and Drug Harm

Provincial Government Cheque Issue
(usually the last Wednesday of the month)

» Hospital discharge | - Overall and high-risk drug and
against medical advice alcohol use

- Fatal and non-fatal overdose

« Drug-related ED and mental
health hospital admissions

- Addiction and HIV treatment
interruption

- Health, social and financial
service access barriers

- Public disorder

- Mental health apprehensions

- Police service calls
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Institutions and population health: Four processes

4 )
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& Resource transfers )
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Beckfield et al., Social Theory and Health, 2015
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Cheque issue: Two distinct, interrelated effects

-
Individual Effect

- Cue for increased drug use
- Impediment to controlling use

~

]

Social/Community Effect

- Cue for use magnified through
concentration of recipients

- Situated micro-socio phenomenon

- Elevated service demands

\

Policy driven
escalations in
drug-related
harm
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Structural intervention: Social assistance cheque issue
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TASA: Evaluating the impacts of alternative assistance

Study Recruitment and Randomization

Screening
Eligibility Assessment
(n~375)

Excluded

* Not on provincial social
assistance
* No current use/increase in

Y

Consent, Baseline Measures
(n=273)

Y

Randomisation
(n=273)

Y

non-cannabis illicit drug use

* Plans to discontinue social
assistance

+ Qutstanding criminal justice
system involvement

+ <19 years of age

* Ineligible/unwilling to be a
client of PPS

- v v
Control Monthly desynchronized Semi-monthly desynchronized
(n=91) (Staggered) (Staggered & Spilit)
(n=91) (n=91)
Qualitative subsample (n=10) Qualitative subsample (n=20) Qualitative subsample (n=20)
U /







g% BRITISH COLUMBIA
[ —= Q\g?ovitﬂmcc

— CENTRE for EXCELLENCE
in HIV/AIDS How you want to be treated

nnnnnnnn

TASA: Evaluating the impacts of alternative assistance

Mixed Methods Evaluation

Control Monthly desynchronized Semi-monthly desynchronized
(n=91) (Staggered) (Staggered & Split)
(n=91) (n=91)
Qualitative subsample (n=10) Qualitative subsample (n=20) Qualitative subsample (n=20)
Y Y Y
Survey-based Assessment Qualitative Assessment
Bi-weekly for 26 weeks Post-allocation, midpoint and study completion
(n=273) (n=50)
+ Socio-demographic and socio-economic data * Post-allocation: social assistance, income/material
- Daily drug use and income generation hardship, drug use, financial management
- Drug-related harm (e.g., accidental overdose) * Midpoint: transitions to new payment schedules,
« Violence, public disorder, interactions with police changes in income generation; drug use
» Health and social service access « Study completion: changes to life circumstances,
« Quality of life, safety drug use/drug related activity; material well being,
» Study participation-related measures study participation
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Implementation challenges, lessons learned

*Participant study arm preferences: trial literacy, participant
planning, mitigating potential loss to follow up

Administrative requirements: external dependencies, admin
procedures, partner interactions, unforeseen challenges

*Transitioning to new payment schedules: waiting and
watching; impact of the ‘social’ effect

*Retention in the intervention: lack of contingency among socio-
economically marginalized individuals
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Emerging questions:

 How can we promote support for public health outcomes
outside the health sector (e.g., finance)?

« How can we leverage community partnerships in support
of public health-promoting policy and programmatic
changes?

« How can we develop an evidence base for population
health interventions prior to roll out?
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